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To the N the 
GL EB OI T 


Who met in Viſitation at SE VE N= 
| OAKS in KEN T, on Friday, 
May 21, 1744. 


Reverend BRETHREN, 
L. s this Diſcourſe gave great 
boOffence when it was deliver- 
Add, and has been fince much 
WT IP miſrepreſented by ſome of 0 
the Audience, I am obliged 

publickly to ſubmit it to the Judgment of 

„ all thoſe who regard the Holy Scriptures, 

and pay a due Deference to the Conſtitution 

of our Exgliſb Church. 

II. The Particulars of the Offence which 
was ſhewn at the Time of its being deliver- | 

ed, (tho? I believe „ I chuſe 

to conceal, as far as it lies in my Power. 

And I heartily wiſh they had been leſs pub- 

lic; that they might have been wholly con- 

ceaPd tor ever. m. 


. ” 


(iv) 


III. I have little more to add, but that 


as Chriſtianity in general is at the loweſt Ebb, 


I fincerely wiſh we might all join in ear- 
neſtly praying and wreſtling with Gop for 
the Reſtoration of it: That we might all 
endeavour both by our preaching and living, 
(thro* the Strength of GoD who is with us 
always unto the End) to revive a truly ſpiri- 
tua! Religion, a Religion holy and unde- 
led; an inward Religion, converting the 
Soul, and filling it with all' the Fruity of 
the Spirit. And as our own Church, in 
particular, is ſurrounded with Enemies on 
every Side (no leſs formidable than thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, whom yer we feem 
to dread alone) ſince ſheys ſurrounded not 


only with Infidels profeſt, and with the 


ngtoriouſly Ungedly of all Denominations; 
but alſo with the Godly unrenetu d, with the 
Religious Men, the good Chriſtians (ſo cal- 
led ;) who yet overlook the Great End of 
all Religion, be Reſtoration of © the fallen 
Nature: who are content with ſuch a Faith, 
as neither purifies the Heart nor works by 
Love, but allows them to ſerve both Go 
and Mammon : Since notwithſtanding the 
Purity of her Conſtitution, this is, generally, 
the Stato of the Members of our Church: 
Shou'd'we not all pray to be enabled to re- 
new her Goſpel Spirit, to recall the Spirit 
of her Godly Reformers ; and to defend 
her by preaching and pratiifing her * | 
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1 
the ſame that were once delivered to the 
Saints. Let us but uſe the Weapons ſhe 
herſelf puts into our Hands, and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her; againſt 
thoſe of her Communian, I mean, who 
believe and live, what ſhe hath taught, 
IV. Ought we not eſpecially to preſs 
upon our People the Doctrines of the gth. 
10th. 11th. 12th. 13th. and 18th. Articles? 
And to read and expound to them the fol- 
lowing Homilies, peculiarly neceſſary for 
the preſent Times: Of the Reading and 
Knowledge of the holy Scriptures, Of the Mi. 
ſery of Mankind, and of his Condemnation to 
Death everlaſting thro" his own Sin; Of the 
Salvation of Mankind by only Chriſt our Sa- 
viour from Sin (here) and everlaſting Dam- 
nation (hereafter :) Of the true and living 
Chriſtian Faith: Of good Works annexed to 
Faith : Of Chriſtian Love and Charity : The 
Beginning of the Homily of good Works, and 
firſt of Faſting ':: Of the Nativity for Chriſt- 
mas : Of the Paſſion for Good-Friday : Of 
the Reſurrection for Eaſter-day : Of the coming 
down of the Holy Ghoſts for Whit-Sunday : 
The Homily. for . Rogation-Week : For them 
who take Offence at certain Places of Scrip- 
ture: For Repentance and true Reconciliation 
with God. 1 
V. To make up for the many Deficien- 
cies in this Diſcourſe, I heartily recommend 
t9 all, Laity as well as Clergy, Mr. Law's 
83 earneſt 


* 


TY vi) 
earneſt and ſerious ' Anſever to Dr. Trapp's 


Diſcourſe on the Folly, Sin, and Danger of 


being Righteous overmuch. May Gov bleſs 
both it and this to all into whoſe Hands they 
may fall! For let the World think what it 
will of me, my Heart's dęſire, and Prayer to 
God for Tjrael (that Iſrael which even yet 
Ignorant of Gop's Righteouſneſs goeth 
about to eſtabliſh its own) i, that they may 
be ſaved, "Ty Fx 


= 


et Truſt, the moſt important 


3 Con. LE 


Let a Man fo account of us, as of the Mini- 


ters of Chriſt and Stewards of the Myſte- 


ries of God. : 
Moreover it is required in Stewards, that a 
Man be found Teitiful . 


RE we ſo to be accounted of? Are 

we Miniſters of Chrift and Stewards 

of the 40% — of God ? Yea doubt- 

is; as many of us, my Brethren, 

as are called of God as — Aaron: As many of 
us as believe in our Hearts that the Holy Ghoſt 

has made us Overſeers, to feed the Church of 
God, which he has purchaſed with his own Blood: 
as many of'us as, in the Sincerity of our Hearts, 
have anſwered theſe weighty Queſtions: Do you 
truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon you this Office and Aan ru. 
tion; to ſerve God for the promoting of his Glory, 

and the edifying of his People? Do you think that 

yog are truly called according to the Will of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt—to the Mini 700 of the Church? 
And this, I hope, as many of us as are /o called, 
have ſeriouſly weighed and deeply conſidered ; 

leſt we ſhould be found — to the great- h 

harge, that ever 

was, or indeed, (1 — dare to ſay) can be com- 

mitted 117 God to * 


2. For 


[2] 

2.. For know we not, that the Prieſthood 
whereunto we are ordained, is the very Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt himſelf ? That the Office of every 
© Chriſtian Paſtor is the Office of Chriſt ? even to 
(a) feed his Lambs and Sheep with the ſame di- 
vine and powerful Word as he did ? that our Bu- 
ſineſs now is the ſame as his was, even through 
his Power, (b) to bruiſe the Serpent's Head in 
Man? Is it not our Office to (c) work together 
with Him; to labour, yea (d) to travel in Pain, 
till Chrift, who is the [mage of God, be formed 
in thoſe, who (having loſt it in the general Fall) 
are committed to our Charge? Is not our Functi- 
on an Authoritative Commiſſion to miniſter in ho- 
ly Things? a (e) Separation unto the Goſpel of 
Cod from the World; its Bufineſs, its Honours, 
its Pleaſures ? An Ordination of Men in Things 
pertaining to God ? which every one who has 
received may ſay, (f) I am made a Miniſter * 
* to fulfil the Word of God, that Myſtery hid 
from Ages and from Generations, but now made 

„ manifeſt to bis Saints; even CHRIST IN. 
« YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY.” 


3. Taking it for granted then, that our Mi- 
niſtry is a Continuation of Chriſt's own Office 
and Prieſthood upon Earth; I ſhall (by his Aſ- 
ſiſtance by whom a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is 
committed to us,) | 


/t Briefly obſerve the Importance of the Cha- 
rafter we bear, as Minifters of Chrift, and Stew- 


(a) John xxi. 15, 16. (6b) Gen, iii, 15, 
{c) 2 Cor. vi. f. (d) Gal. iv. 19. 
%) Rom. i. 1. (f) Col. i. 25, 26, 27. 


ard. 


2 
ds 


| (3F. 
ards of the Myſteries of God; wherein is implied 
the Faithfulneſs that is required of us: S. 


2dly. Deſcribe the Doctrines we ſhould teach, 
the Tempers we ſhould be of, and the Lives we 
ſhould lead, who bear this Character: and 


3dly. Inquire, whether we do preach theſe 
Doctrines, and have ſuch Tempers, and lead 
ſuch Lives. 


And /. J am briefly to obſerve the Impor- 
tance of the Character we bear as Miniſters e 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 


To ſhew this, our Lord, the firſt Time he 
appeared publickly after his Reſurrection, pre- 
ſents himſelf to thoſe, whom he had choſe, and 
appointed for this Office and Miniſtry : he ſo- 
lemnly tells them () A! Power is given to me 
in Heaven and Earth ; and in that Power com- 
miſſions them in theſe Words, (b) As my Father 
hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you. As if he had ſaid, | 
«© I ſend you to execute the ſame Prieſthood on 
* Earth, which I, who am a Prieft for ever, 
© execute in Heaven: and if ye go out in my 
„ Strength only, and „imply look unto me; what- 
% foever ye do in my Name, I will ratify and 
confirm it.- (c) /Yhatſcever ye ſhall bind on 
© Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and what- 


* ſoever ye Mall looſe on Earth, ſhall be loeſed in 


& Heaven. And lo I am with you and your 
«« Succeflors always, even unto the End of the 


(% Matt. xxviii. 18, ( John xx. 21. 
(c) Matt. xviii. 18. 
B 2 4 World: 


— — —— x — — — = 


IS 1 
« World. Go ye therefore in this my Strength, 
« (for do not I ſend you) and preach the Goſpel 


to every Creature, Declare unto Men m 


«« Father's one Decree concerning them. He 
« that believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he that be- 
% lteveth not ſhall be damned, and publiſh the 


„ glad Tidings of Salvation to the hole loſt 


* 


„ Race; that his Promiſe may accordingly be 
« fulfilled, and in me all Nations of the Earth 
*© be bleſſed. Go ye then uhr. rarra ra vn, 
« make all Nations my Diſciples, by baptizing 
* them, by waſhing away both the Guilt and 
HDefilement of the fallen Nature; by baptizing 
them out of the Nature of Satan, whereinto 
they are now fallen; * inte the Name or Na- 


* ture of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt,” 


2, And in how awful a Manner did the great 
Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion confer 


| this venerable Office, this high Authority on the 


* 


2 


firſt Miniſters he ſent forth! Vhben he had ſaid 


this, he breathed on them and ſaid, receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt: Words, not without Cauſe, re- 
tained by our Church, and which have as really 


imparted the Holy Ghoſt unto us alſo; unleſs 


(with the World which never could yet receive 
him) we have believed theſe to be vain Words; 
unleſs we have been guiity of the moſt profane 
Mockery of God, and that on the moſt ſolemn 
Occaſion, But indeed, my Brethren, according 


2 Barrigorres GUT2; tle TO Wc is literally into the 
Name, and if into the Name, then into the (commu- 
aicable) Nature alſo: Seeing both c and xvpa; 
imply Nature, Eſſence, Being; as well as Name. 


to 


[5] 


to our Faith, ſo hath it been unto us, And ac- 
cording as we have received him or not, ſo have 
we met with a Bleſſing or a Curſe; ſo have we 
offered holy or ſtrange Fire unto the Lord: So 
have we preached with Power, or with none Ef- 
fect: So have our Labours been ſucceſsful or 
without Succeſs; ſo have we ourſelves felt the 
Power of the Word, or ſpake with r 
Lips the dead Letter only: (a) So, in a Word, 
have we converted many, or few, or none at all 
from the Power of Satan unto Ged. 


3. It is by receiving the Holy Ghoſt, that 
every Miniſter of Chriſt (not thoſe only who 
f were firſt ordained of him) is an Apoſtle ; that 

| is, one ſent of God, or a Meſſenger (5) to declare 
his Terms of Faith and Repentance to the People: 

t One /ent by the Power and according to the 1/ilt, 
K of God; not "% the Will of his Parents, ar his 
4 own ; but by TFeſus ps, „and that for the 
1 Work of the Mini for tbe Per fecting of the 
# Saints, for the et er the Body of 2 And, 
of every Shieh Steward, it cannot but be required, 


y that he be found faithful, un vr ον¾], fen N 
i Toy Acyov TY Ow; not corrupting or cauponizing 
* the Word of God; not mixing, adulterating or 
0 ſoftening it, in order to reconcile it to the band? 
fo of a crooked and perverſe Generation: not Band- 
* ling it deceitfully for filthy Lucre's Sake ; not prox 
9 ſtituting it to By- ends, to the vile Purpoſes of gain- 
ing earthly Things; Profit, or Honour, or Prefer- 
Ke ment: for this in the Apoſtle's Words is, zo (c) 
mw ſerve aur own 9150 (4) to gan ee, 21 
109 : 
I ().2 Cor. i. 6. 0 Philip. f. 4 
to Rom. xvi. 18. C 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


BY: not 


[6] 
not Chriſt Feſus the Lord, A faithful Steward has, 
a ſingle Eye to the Glory of Him that ſent. him: 
And as of Sincerity, as of God, in the Sight of 
God, ſpeaks he in Chriſt. Having the Word of 
Reconciliation committed to him, he deals it out 
prudently, and with all his Power; according to 
the ſeveral Exigencies of his Flock he rightly di- 
vides the Word of Truth: And with all that 
Ability, which God alone giveth, he miniſters. to 
thoſe who are Heirs of Salvation, Yea, as an 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt, he is continually crying 
to Sinners: (a) Be ye reconciled to God: For 
God (he has Power and Commandment to tell 
them) is reconciled to them. ;- as. he was in Chriſt ; 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them ; for (b) 
they are already imputed to Chriſt, as his Righte- 
ouſneſs is to every Believer : (c) for he made Him 
Sin, who knew no Sin, to this very. Intent, that 
(4) we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in hin. LEM: x" ad zu ;2b 
Very many are the other Paſſages in holy Writ, 
which ſet forth the Importance of, and conſequent- 
ly imply the Neceſſity of Faithfulneſs in, the M- 
niſterial Stewardſhip. ROE 


ſhould be of, and the Lives we ſhould lead, who 


bear this Character. 


a). 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20, 21. (3) Iſa. Ini. 5, 6. 
(e) Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24 ( 2 Cor. v. 21. 
; , 03 i "4 - 


1. And 


71 | 

1. And firſt, as to the DoQrines we ſhould 

reach. If our venerable Mother has ant - lived 
= Authority among us; if a very Humane and 
polite Education has not lifted us up above her 
ſpiritual Simplicity: Let us collect our Doctrines 
from our own excellent Church; for ſhe has 
collected them for us from the Word of Truth; 
not barely to ſubſcribe them with Pen and Ink, 
but to ſubſcribe oyr. Hearts to them: She hag 
collected the Heads, of ſound Doctrine, to be 
taught, both by. our Preaching and Living, to 
our People. | <ono md 0 bas vr l 


2. And here not to go through her Primitive 
Liturgy (every Petition of which teaches as well 
as prays) Let us conſider a. few (as the Time 
permits) of her Articles and, Homilies;. © 'o {44 


N R IS 1H9 :3t 1 

3. Shelays the Foundation of all our Doctrines 
and Practice, in the Faith of à Trinity of Per- 
ſons, in the one undivideſl. Gadbead And this 
ſhe propoſes, not as à bare Spevulative'T ruth, (as 
too many alas I recęive t; u profeſs. to believe 
the Frinity in Unity, but .a ated without 
God in the World) but as the So or firſt Prin- 
ciple of Life and Holineſs i us; h Us, who by 
Nature are dead te God »in Conſtquence of his 
juſt Threat 3) () god full f all Uncleanneſs, 
if then ye mark dhe Doctrine of the Trinity 


aright, we preach hat each Perſon is to us, even 
God the Father, eur Father, ho not only cre- 
ated us at firſt in his own Image, but when ws 
had loſt this, provided for a New Creation, by 
cauſing the whole deſtroy'd Nature, to be born 


(a) Gen. ii, 17, 
65: over 


7 1 i 
ever again in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; that every 
Individual of that Nature, might be capable of 
being born again by Faith, or created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This the Apoſtle means, where 
| be ſays, (a)-If any Man be in Chriſt, that is, if 
any Man be a true Chriftian, he is a new Crea- 
ture, old Things are paſs d away, behold ! all 
Things are become new. On Account of this 
double Creation, (the latter effected only in the 
true Believer) God hath a double Claim, if we 
are his Children, to our Hearts; yea, to all our 
Love and Obedience. 2 


4. Again, if God the Son is preached arigbt, 
he is not repreſented as a Saviour at a Diflance, 
much Teſs one that is to fave us from the Puniſh- 
ment of Sin only, that ſo we may ſecurely live 
in it: but as a preſent Saviour, and as being 
1 therefore called Feſus, becauſe he ſaves his People 
| (Believers) from their Sins, He is preached as 
| the Promſe of the Father, through whom Satan 
J! is noto bruiſed in the Believer ; and in whom he 
1 mow receives the Atoncment, or Reconeiliation rather; 
1 as the Word (S) xarayn ſhould be tranſlafed. ” 


| 5. And the ſeveral Steps he took in reconcil- 
{| ing us to God are preached. (if preached aright) 
i as having their preſent Effect upon us; viz. that 
4 he was conceived, born, lived, ſuffered, died, 
| roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven; to the 
| Intent, that: He may be conceived (c) and formed 


is us: that we may be born again; (d) bern of 


| (] Cor. v. 11. (5) Rom, v. 11. 
(c) Gal, iv. 19. (a4 John iii. 3. 


191 | 
the Spirit as well as Water ; (a) (for this latter, 
ſays our Church, is but the outward Sign: the 
Inward ſpiritual Grace that makes us truly Chriſ- 
tians is a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 
. ) () That having been baptized 
with John's Baptiſm, the Baptiſm of Repentance; 
(c) that is, a deep Self- knowledge, or Spiritual 
(d) Conviction of Sin; we may (feeling our 
Want of a Saviour) come to him to be reſtored, 
to be renewed; or baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with Fire; with Grace and Love:. 
that we may live (as he did) a Self-denying Life, 
continually mortifying all our evil and corrupt 
Affections: that we may take up our Croſs. 
daily and follow him, till we are crucified with 
Him :—that we may die to Sin, and riſe again 
with Him, to Newneſs of Life, —and that in 
Heart and Mind, we may thither aſcend where 
heis, and with Him continually dwell, 


6. Yet again; our Church directs us to de- 
ſcribe the Holy Ghoſt, as the Lord and Giver 
of Life to a dead World—as ſent by the Father 
and the Son; (e) receiving of theirs, and ſhew- | 
ing it unto Men—as the Comforter (J) of the 
Poor in Spirit, the Mourners after God ;—as the 
(g) Cleanſer of our Hearts by his Infpiration— 
as in (Y) all Things directing, ruling, (i) mov- 
ing, filling them. Earneſtly therefore are we to 


(a) Gal. v. (5) See Ch. Catechiſm. 
(e) Matt. iii. 11. (4) John xvi. 8, 9. * 
le) See Nicene Creed. (/] Collect for Whit- Sunday. 


(z) Collect at the Beginning of the Communion-Office. 
% Collect for the 19th Sunday after Trinity. (i) Con- 
ſe cration Office. 


withſtand 


[10] | 
withſtand thoſe, who ſpeak as if there were no 
Holy Ghoſt ; with whom the () Inſpiration of 
the bleſſed Spirit; the (b) Recerving the Hol 
Ghoſt ; (c) the Feeling in ourſelves the mighty 
Mortings of the Spirit of Chrift ; his dwelling in 
us, the Strengthening and Increaſing daily more 
and more in the Holy Spirit, (which 1s every 
truly baptized Chriſtian's Right (4) and Privi: 
lege) are denied, exploded, ridiculed ! the laſt 
Efforts, theſe of that blaſpheming Spirit ſpoken 
of by St. Peter Blafphemy reſerved for theſe 
Dregs of Time, wherein all manner of Sin and 
Iniquity (the genuine Fruits of that helliſh Spirit) 
overflow our Land, as a Fl6od! 


7. T he Scriptures given by Inſpiration of God, 
our Church wills us, in the next Place, to re- 
commend to all; and to exhort them to a 
diligent Uſe thereof, as being able to make them 
wiſe unto Salvation: provided they be read or 
heard with the Spirit they were wrote, with Sim- 
plicity of Heart and deep. Humility. “ And 
& though the Knowledge of Scripture ( ſays 
„ ſhe) be great, large and nigh, yet the Door 
& into them is very low; ſo that the high and 
% arrogant Man cannot run in; but he mult 
4% /toop low and humble himſelf that ſhall enter 
into it: and they only read them to profit, 
& who are turned into them, who are moſt in- 

& ſpired with the Holy Ghoſt in reading them, 


(a) 5th Sunday after Faſter. (5) Ordination Office. 
(c) 17th Article. (4) Read the whole Office for Con- 
firmation. Oh ! that this Ordinance were adminiſter'd 
Parochially every Year. | 


cc who 


[11] 
© who in Heart and Life are altered and changed 
© into that Thing which they read, (a) | 


8. From hence ſhe willeth us to teach our 
People, their miſerable and damnable State by 
Nature; to ſhew them their Fall in Adam, in 
vhom all die; (in order to beget in them a Senſe 


Life in Feſus Chriſt) to ſhew them, that 


in; that their inward Parts are very Wicked- 
neſs ; inſomuch that, *till they are born again, 
ery Imagination of the Thoughts of their Hearts 
is only Evil continually (5) to ſhew them, 
that this Original or Birth-Sin * whereby they 
are very far gone from Original Righteouſ- 
« neſs, in every Man born into the World, de- 


„ ſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation: ” (c) 
and all this to awaken them, to apprize them of 
their Danger, and point out to them their Want 
of a Saviour, that ſo they may come to Chriſt, 
as they are, for that he recetiveth Sinners; and 


whoſoever cometh to him weary and heavy laden, 
be will in no wiſe caſt out, (d) 


9. To take down yet more the Pride of vain 
Man, always ambitious to juſtify himſelf, ſhe 


willeth us to ſhew farther ; that Man cannot by 
Nature ſo much as think a good Thought —— 
that if at any Time ſuch an one comes into our 


Hearts, It is not of Nature, but of Grace =— 


it is the drawing of the Father unto the Son, 
without which no Man cometh unto him (e): 
„ For that the Condition of Man fince the Fall 


(a) Read the 1 Homily. (5) Gen. vi. 5. 7, 
(c) Article 9th, (a) John vi. 37. (e) John vi. (4. 
I "0 


pf the Neceſſity of their Reſurrection to ſpiritual 


as his Offspring, they are conceived and born in 


2444 ve 


12 
ce of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
< pare himſelf by his own natural Strength or 
4 good Works, for Faith and Calling upon 
© God: Wherefore we have no Power to do 
& good Works, without the Grace of God by 
„ Chriſt preventing us that we may have a Good- 
will, and Working with us, when we have 
& that Good-will,” (a) | 


10. We are more eſpecially to labour under 
our great High-Prieſt, as to convince Men of 
this Sin, the not believing in him; (6) ſo to let 
them know, that nothing they do can purchaſe 
God's Favour, either in whole or in part. (c) 
« For ſurely there can be no Work of any mor- 
& tal Man (be he never ſo holy) that {hall be 
& coupled in Merits with Chri/f*s moſt holy 
& Act.“ (d) To ju/tify a Sinner; to new create 
& him from a wicked Perſon to a righteous Man 
ce [that is, a Believer in Chri/t] is a greater Act 
& than to make ſuch a new Heaven and Earth, 
« as is already made.“ (e) If ſo; where is the 
Room for thy good Works, O vain Man in WW... 
the Almighty Affair of Juſtification? Learn then .. 
to look upon them in their proper Light; * as Ml... 
« the Fruits of that Faith, whereby God has . 
<« juſtified thee; and that as ſuch only are the 
3 N ied 
acceptable to him; and that thou art juſtified, Ill 
ce that is, accounted Righteous before God only for 
© the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 


(a) Art. ioth. (3) John xvi. 8, 9. Rom. xi. 32. 
(c) Rom. iii. 24. Tit. iii. 5, W 
(4d) Homily Good: Friday. 
le) Homily for Rogation Week, 


*% * 4 
* * bg * 9 - _ 
= _- = 


- 
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upon 11. This Faith we are taught to deſcribe, as 


to do. a ſure Truſt and Confidence in God's merciful _ -. 


d by, Promiſes, to be ſaved from everlaſting Dam- 
r00d-W+ nation by Chriſt:“ Or, „ . a ſure Truſt and 
have . Confidence that our Sins are forgiven us, and 

© we reconciled to the Favour of God.“ () 


12, Now all Works whatſoever (ſeem they 
never ſo ſpecious outwardly, (c) be they never 
d naturally good, or moral) All good Works 
« done before we have this Faith, before the 
« Inſpitation of Chriſt's Spirit, are not pleaſing 
« to God (fays our Church) neither do they make 
« Men meet, (O! Death-ſtroke to the Pride 
« of all human Merit!) ** to receive Grace: 


« (that is, in Faith and Love) we doubt not 
e but that they have the Nature of Sin.“ (4) 


„ that Law and the Light of Nature, they 
„ are (by All who regard the Judgment of our 
Church,) “to be held accurſed: Seeing holy 


(a) Art. 11th, and Homily on Juſlification, 

(5) Homily on ance oo df Mankind. 

37, (c) Sermon on good 

Works ; and firſt of Faſting. 
(d) Art. 13th, 


„ Yea, rather for that they are not done as God 
« hath willed and commanded them to be done 


And if any Man deny this, or © if any Man 
« preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved 
ee by the Law or Sect which he profeſles, ſo that 
e he be diligent to frame his Life, according to 


** Scripture doth ſet out unto us only the Nam 


orks; and Homily on good 


of: 46 « of 


* 
«> 
„ 2 
o : 4 w 4 


. 
% of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men mult be 
„ faved.” (a) ö "> | 


13. Thoſe, doubtleſs, our Church here ſpeaks 
of chizfly, (for what have we to do to judge thoſe 
that are without ?) Wha living under the Mid- 
day Sun of the Goſpel, ſhut their Eyes to it; 
and light up the glimmering Taper of their own, 
Reaſon and natural Underſtanding to walk by. 
Now although this one Talent, which all Men 
have, but which moſt (with the unprofitable Ser- 
vant) (5) abuſe; may give ſome Check to the 
Torrent of outward Sin; although it may be of 
Uſe in civil Life, and keep us tolerably ſocial, 
tolerably decent, till we ſhall, accept of Rey 

tion: Yet let all Men now it can do no more; 
nor did God deſign it ſhould. *Tis in Chriſt 
alone, that all Things are reconciled. In Him 
are all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knawledge 
to reſtore all Things upon Earth, (c) fallen with 
fallen Man. *T'is Chriſt who is now. the Reſur- 
rection and the Life to the Soul of Man dead in 
Sin : (d) for verily the Hour now is, when the 
Dead may hear the Voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear, that have Ears to hear, ſhall 
live, (e) In a Word, nothing can reſtore God's 
Micracoſm fallen to Ruin, but the great Anwugys; 
Himſelf: Nothing can quicken, but he who is 
the Life of the World: Nothing can fave but 
that Croſs, on which the Saviour died: Nothing 


(a) Art. 18th, (5) Matt, XXV, 14, 
(e) Rom vii. 22. (% Eph. ii. 1. 
(e) John v. 25. | 


can 


2 


N 


of God to Salvation, . 


14. From theſe few Doctrines of our own 
excellent Church, (for I have not Leiſure to 
mention more) let us obſerve; how faithful ſha 
is to her dear Bri , her divine Head, her 
Almighty Lord! How much ſhe abominates that 
Spirit of Deiſm, that Spirit of Antichriſt, which 
hath ſo prevailed for many Years, under the 
plauſible Notion, that Chriſtianity is a reaſonably 
Service: Indeed it is ſo, highly reaſonable but 


which (as a fallen Principle) is corrupt in its 
beſt State; but of God, according to the Divine 
deyoc, in whom are bud all the Treaſares of Wiſh 
dom and Knowledge. How does ſhe deteſt the 
Principles of thoſe, who make the Goſpel no 
more than a Republication of the Law of Nature ? 
Giving the Son of God the Honour of fubſcrib- 


Not knowing, that one great End of the | 
was, to humble this Pride of Man; to pull down 
that rebellious Reaſon, which has ſtarted up to 
the Excluſion of Faith, daring to diſpute whethet 
God had faid, thou ſhalt not eat, for in the Day 
's | that thou cate? thou alt ſurely di: Not con- 
20; | lidering that for this Cauſe Chriſt emptied him- 


is IN (elf of his rea! Excellencies, that Man might be 


ut enabled to diveſt himſelf of his imngined ones ; 


ng bis boaſted Reaſon, his fancied Wiſdom, his 


darling Self- righteouſneſs: In a Word, not re- 


membring, that in order to have Chriſt ours, 
(a) 1 Cor. i. 15. 2 


an a C 2 \ we 


F ˙ä—4 . oo ea —— — — —— 0 —— — — 


can redeem dint that Goſpel, which Ab N, 


not according to the nature! Reaſon of Man, (a) 


ing to their more admired Plato and Ariſtotle: 


1 
iy 


not forbeat preaching to others Jeſus Chriſt, - and 


[16]. 
we mult deny ourſelves : (a) the ſevereſt AQ of 
which to the Pride of Man, is the ca in down 

Imaginations, (the deſtroying our dane, 
Nigg nabugerres, as the Original 1 ſtrongly 
expreſſes it) and every high Thing that eraltetb 
itſelf againſt the — of Gal, and bringing 
into Captivity every N to the Obedience of 


Chi. (0) 


15. But indeed, my Brethren, theſe divine 
Do&trines cannot be rightly taught by us, unleſs 
there be divine Tempers within us: for out 
the abundance of the Heart, the Mouth ſpeaket 
Af the Miniſter have taſted the good Mord ov 
God, and the Powers of the World to come; II 
he himſelf has Redemption in the Blood of Chrift, 
even the forgiveneſs of bis own Sins, (e) he can- 
not foxbear rejoicing in God his Saviour; be can» 


bim crucified ; or at leaſt, the holy and juſt Law 
of God (4) in its ſpiritual Senſe, in order to con- 
vince Men of their Fant of Chriſt. But if he 
himſelf be aſleep in Sin, or (like St. Paul in his 
uncon State) alive without the Law e ence bY 
If he be not /o far awakned as to exper 

want of Life, to hunger and thirſt after i» tho Rigb- 
teouſneſs of Chrift ; if he feel not the —— 
ing of the Spirit of Chriſt within him, he will 
be fo far from mentioning what he has not at 
Heart; what he has not a particular Intereſt in 
himſelf; he will be fo far from laying open the 
Treaſures of the Goſpel, the Myſteries of the 


0 Matt. xvi. 24. (3) 3 * 3 
(c) Col. 1. 14. % Rom: vii. 9, 11. 
e) —9. Matt. v. 


inward 
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T1 1. 
inward Kingdom of Heaven, that be will catber 
a Kk (though a Maſter in 1/rael, though as.learned 
as Nicademus) How can theſe Thin hing be? 


16. J come therefore to conſider as briefly as 
J can the Tempers we ſhould. be. of, Who are 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and would be ny! __ 
ards of the Mui of Gad. 7 


17. And what are theſe, m my Brethren, but 
the ſame our Lord deſeribes as neceffary for ever 
Ohriſtian 2 more eminently for us) in the 
Beginning of divine Sermon TL the Mount 
even Poverty of Spirit, or a deep Knowrdy e' of 
ourfelves;; a 2 Senſe of our Corruption and 
Miſery, ſo long as we are alienated from the 
Life of God, long as we have not pur on Chrift ; 
An holy Mourning, an utter refufing” to be com- 
forted, chile he is not in our Heart Meeknefd, 
Gentlenoſs, not avenging ourſelves, but giving 
Place unto Wrath, forbearing one another, and 
ſorgiving one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake 
hath forgiven us: A* Hunger and Thirſf after 
his Rightevuſnoſs, a longing Deſire after the'full 
Renewal of our Souls, according to the Image 
of Him dt ercated us, in Righteouſheſs and 


true Hvlineſs Mereifulneß or Love to all Man- 


kind, even ſuch a Love to every Soul of Man, 
that wo⸗ſenl outſetves ready to lay dowrt our Elle. | 
for' his Sake - Purity of Heart, or that 

Love of God that caſteth out all other Love, all 
inordinate Self. Love, all Love of the World, all 
unholy Love of any Creature, even ſuch a Love 
of the on {God as pungeth the Heart from 
all its Idols, — us ' all» flthineſs Ul 
Fleſh and Spirit, — —— pps he 'ts 


pure. 


— 


[ 18 ] 
Pure. (a) It remains only for him who is thus 
conformed to the Likeneſs of his Lord to be a 
Peace-maker ; zealous of good, Works; doing 
good unto all Men: And to rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, while he is perſecuted for Rightequſ- 
neſs Sake ; while the World, all thoſe who are 
unrighteous, that is, Unbelievers, do (becauſe he 
is not of the World) tevile him, and ſay all 


Manner of Evil againſt him falſely for the Son 


of Man's Sake. 


je 4 But whether we be going among Men 
thro Honour or Diſbonour ; thro* evil Report or 
good Report.” Nothing is ſo highly honourable 


© in itſelf (fays a Chriſtian Writer) as to bear a 


Part in the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and to be em · 
© ploy'd in the Wark of the Miniſtry. But 


then it ſhould be well conſidered, / that this is 
© only honourable in the ſame Senſe, as it may 


be ſaid, that nothing is more honourable than 
« to ſuffer as a Martyr.. It is an Honour that is 
« as different from all worldly Figure and Di- 
4 ſtinction, as the Glory of Chriſt upon the! 
«. Croſs is different from the Triumphs of an 
« catthly Prince, When therefore we think of. 
« the Honour and Dignity of the Paſtoral Func- 


« tion, we ſhould be careful to remember, that 
« it is only the Honoyy of dying a Martyr; the 


« Honour of humbling, abaſing and ſacrificing 
« ourſglves with Chriſt; and continuing the Ex- 
« erciſe of his ſuffering Prieſthood, for the Salva- 


tion of the World.. 


(a) 1 John 


| LE ages | | 
See Mr. 8 ſerious Anſwer to Dr. Trapp, a 
Book that deſerves the deepeſt Conſideration, and 


ſncereſt Thanks of every Clergyman. 
| — : Dar 


— 


109. And 


2 


[ 19] | 

19. And hence it evidently follows, that an 
utter Renunciation of all * worldly Tempers, an 
Abhorrence of the ry Air of Grandeur and Fi- 
re in the Worl&*and a conſtant Spirit of uni- 
verſal Self-denial, are more ind; enſaby neceſſary 
for us, in order to the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of 
our Office, than to other Chriſtians, Mie eſpe- 
cially need the decpeſt Humility, and the moſt 
thorough Self. abaſetent, that we may bring every 
Thought into Captivity to the Obedience of 
Chriſt : That being empty'd of ourſelves, we 
may continually look unto Him, in whom all 
Fullneſs dwells, as our Wifdom and Strength; 
(for who is ſufficient for theſe Things !) and may 


| rejoice, that we are ever dependent on him, with- 


out whom we eſpecially can do nothing. And 
he is the greateſt among the Miniſters of Chriſt 
(whether Biſhop or Prieſt) who is moſt conform- 
ed to LON 75 N 5 by an un- 
wearied Care is Sheep; and by ſtooping to 
the meaneſt Offices to „e they” re thaw, 
fays our Lord, that the Princes of the Gentiles 
exerciſs Dominion over them, and they that 
are great ' exerciſe Authority upon them But it 
Hall not be ſo among you ; but whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your Minifter, [Aiazac] 
and whoſoever will be Chief among you let him be 
your Servant: even as the Son of Man came not 
to be miniſter d unto, but to minifter Tarom] 
and to give bis Life a Ranſom for mam. 
20. Yet once mere: It is more eſpecially, 
needful for us, to be patient and long-ſyffering :. 
For if we preach the Croſs, indeed, my | Abe 
we hall carry it: This being a Doctrine, which, 
n DA - col nr Wh N 


\ 


. 

tle World never yet could ag nd.chough called 
Chriſtian, never. will, till. it js, Chriſtian, id. 
If we preach Chriſt cruciked{ Grace here and 
Glory hereaſter, thro? his Blood alone, the Of- 
fence of the Crafs will attend us "Galt: and\we 
ſhalt fare as St, Paul did when be determin'd to 
know nothing elſe: We: ſhall be among our 
People in Meatngſi and Har, and much 1 
Ming "Though at the. ſame Time (ſuch a 

dox is the Chriſtian Spirit) V. ſhall be in no» 
thing" terrify'd ly aur Adverſaries: But having 
fuch Hope (even that Hope that maketh, nat 
aſhamed) we ſball uſa great. plainneſs of * 
Not fearing the Faces of Men, we, /þadl 

unta them the whole Counſel of. Gad; and. ſh 
accordingly take them to record, both 7010 an 
in the great Day, that we« are go From. the 
Blood of all Men; 


21, If theſe Tempers, my 8 be in 
us, and abound, they will influence our Lives, 
and cauſe us to adirn the Goſpel: of God aur da- 
viour in all Things : And fe indeed. it. 3 
us to do; being holy in all 3 Cano 
tion; plameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of — 
 viour, apt to teach, not given to Wine, us Strikers, 
| 2 given to filthy Lure, not couetout, but bala- 

ing the My ; of Faith, (even. Ghri Ws in. us the 

Hide of Ghry) ina pure 85% 5 behoveth 

us — all, to 1 2 Chri/t Before Men : For 
every Minifter of iſt is, 55 Profeſfion, not 


only a Believer, but a Canfeſſar alle He is called. 
(with. his Maſter) to witneſs a good. Confeſſion 
both before Herod and Pontius Pilate, before our, 
modern Jews and Gentiles : And that 1 1 
oy 


ot; 
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| [21] | 
holy boldneſs whether they will hear, or whether 


they will forbear. For the World (which has 
not even yet the Spirit of Truth) will 
threaten, and ſtraitly command us, not to teach 
in this Name; (a) that is not to preach, Salva- 
tion in it alone, (b) without our Works, as Con- 
ditions: Without our -own Righteouſneſs, or 
Merit in Part; which fing/e Thought overturns 
the Deſign of the whole Goſpel of Chriſt. But 
let us, my Brethren, if we are call'd to this 
Goſpel, preach It in Truth : Let us publiſh and 
offer the free Gift to all Men, the Gift by 
Grace which is by one Man Jeſus Chriſt. (e) 
And indeed if we know, that we ourſelves are 
Juſtify d freely, (4) we ſhall rejoice, and cry 
out with the Prophet, Ho / every one that thir/t- 
eth, come ye to the Waters, and he that bath no 
Money; come ye, buy and eat; yea come, buy © 
Wine and Milk without Money, and without _ 
Price. (e) Yea, having. taſted eur/elves that the 
Lord is gracious, and {what is ſtill a farther In- 
citement) being put in truſt with the Goſpel; we 
ſhall (without being moved _— the Smiles - 
or Threats «of. an Unbelieving World) preach 
the glad Tydings; ** Peaceupon Earth, Gd? |Þ 
&« towards Men; that. the Son of Man hath | 

| 

f 
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« ſiil Power Earth to forgive Sins: Nay, 
&* that the Gospel is the — or A 
„ VATION BY THE FORGIVENESS OF SINSs.“ 
This we ſhall be infant in; in Seaſon and out ß 1 

Seaſon: And that more eſpecially becauſe we ſee 
with our Eyes, the Time is come when Men can- 


Aon FRI 1 FIGOD. 


8 


(-) Rom. v. 15. (% —ül. 24. (e) Iſa. ly. 1. 


XI Þ 


(a) Acts iv. 17, 18. £ (5)——t 2. : | 
\ not 


vi 


[2] 


nt.endure ſound Doctrine, but after their own 


Leis turn awny their Ears from the Truth unto 


Fables: Even Fables of \ Satan's «deviſing, that 


other Goſpel, which the Apoſtle complains-of ; (a) 


Ai. Salvation by the Law of Works; or Juſti- 
fication by a natural, a barely moral, or human 


Righteouſneſs, inftead of the compleat, the -A. 


ceent Righteouſneſs of God (5), (e) wnputed 
— . 04 and a l boos ren 


ward Religion, in of the new. Natur-; the 
Kean Knows (e) the Faith that worketh by Loue, 
(F) the Reſtauration of the Soul in the Image 
of Gon. 17 n r 


22, In a Word, my Brethten, let us always 
look to Him that. appointed us, and hear his 
weighty Words fill ſounding in our Ears, As 
* my Father hath ſent me ſo ſend I you Let 
us conſider what we are appointed to, no com- 
mon Stewardſhip indeed: Let us always /o act 
ant ſpeak, as Yorkers together with the 
high. Prigſ of our Profeſſion: And then we ſhall 
give no Offence in any Thing, that the Meniſiry b4 
nat ha mad, but ſhall in all T hings approve varſelve 
as Abe Ainifers e Gd; in much Patience, it 

roms, in Neceſfities, in Diftreſſes 5 yea, it 
may be in Stripes, in Impriſoumettts, in Tumilts, 
in Laboers : For we know not how ſoon they, 
who dare to preach the Gofpsl of Chriſt « 
eplugoia, in Purity (without any human Mixtures, 
that is, Oorruptions) may be call'd to 2h. Let 


(a) Gal. 1. 6, 7, 8, 9. (0 Rom. iii. 21, 22. 
(c) Rom. x. 3, 4. (a) Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24. 
(e) 2 Cor. ii. 17. (F) Gal. v. vi, 6, 15. 


) Gal. iv. 19. Eph. ili. 17. 
us 


\ 


a 9D Dea inoo-: 1 . 


DD) + 255 we 


1% 1 
us always remember the near Relation to Him- 
ſelf where with our Lord honours us, even that 
of being his Kange;, his own Lot; — that we are 

— nw other — 2 Lap » be 

aints 5 but ad ; ſeparated from ar 

to the Goſpel 0/5 ſhall we make res 
one Buſdnef5, to have our Converſation as it 54 
cometh that Goſpel; to adorn it 2 by 
Knowledge, by Lave unfrigned, by the Ward of 
Truth, by the | Power of God accompanying our, 
ring” 3 by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the 
right Hand and on the left; by Honour aud Diſs. 
honour ; by evil Report and good Report; as De. 
ceivers (in the Eſteem of the World) (a), and, 
yet true; as unknown, and yet tuell known ;. as; 
dying, and behold we live; as, chaftned and not 
till d; as forrowful, yet always rejoicing 5; as poar, 
yet making many rich; as. bauing nothing, and 
yet poſſeſſing all Things, 7 


I come now to the laſt Thing propoſed in this 
Diſcoutſe, Which was to enquire, whether we 
do preach. theſe. Doctrines, and have ſuch Tem- \ 
o pers, and lead ſuch Lives as become the hin 
it Character we bear, Miniflers of Chriſt, and 


* ww = add ad » at. Sata) "—_ 
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55 Stewards of the Myſteries of, G. 
2 1. And bere, my Brethren, my Want of. \ | 
* perſonal Acquaintance with you, obliges me to | 


et appeal to your Hearts, whether each of you have, 
| from the Time that the Holy Ghoſt made you 
an Ovuerſeer of the Flock of Chriſt, not inciden- 

(a) Cor. ii. 14. | a . 3 2 
It was Juſtſhere that the right worſhipful the Or- _ 

dinary, together with the Clergy, roſe up and left me 
us to finiſh my Diſcourſe to the Laity. ep 
| ally 


_ 


by our Church; but made them 9 ant 1 5 
jet of all your Diſcourſes; ; and kd the 

from your Hearts ? You gave your 0 chem 71 
Conſent to them. Have Sa pred them Ac- 
| 271 24 Tf not, enquire mes lotive and 
Spring of ſuch your A nt 254 Se Have 


(to be more. ee 
Faber „ as the Father of every" Err 4. Uebe 


his Love abroad in his Heart? Have you preach | 


ed God the Son, as a 2 Saviour, as that 
Jeſus (a) that ſaves his People from their Sins 
now; in order to ſave them from the Conſe. 
quence, from the Wages of Sin hereafter ?* Have 
7 preach'd Him as the Mediator, whoſe Birth, f 
ife, Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion are t 
have their preſent Effects on Believers ? Have 
vou ſet Him forth as the Image of God to be 
form'd in their Hearts by Faith ; as their Sa- - 
viour, #5 To Tarr to the uttermoR, or into that 
which. is c perfect! Have, preach'd the 
Holy Ghoſt as the Lotd and hs ws Life; a8 
lh Life to the "Dead in l, Ni and Sins 3. 
and ſanctifying them Body, Soul, and Spirit . 
Have you bour'd more aburidantly under Him 
to reprove your Flock of Unbelief 5 Sin; (5) 
to convince them of theit miſerable and damna- 


ble State by Nature; of that Original or Birth 


Sin, whereby they are altogether corrupt and 
abominable, full of Pride, of a' rebellious Self- 
will, and all Uncleanneſs; and all this, (in love 


> to their dying Souls) to apprize them of their 
utter Want of a Saviour? Have you fo recom” ' 


| * : mended the Scriptures, as being only poſſible to 


J Matt. b hn xvi, 8, : ) 
a i. 21. 1 (9) John Jv + te 


og | 4) | 
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be underſtood by the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt? Have you inſtantly told your People: 
that they cannot turn or prepare themſelves for 
that Faith, whereby alone they muſt be ſaved _ 
but that as it is Gods Gife alone (a), () It muſt 
be diligently ſought by Prayer? (c) Have you 
told them at all Works done before they have 
this Faith, all their natural, or barely moral 
Works without Faith, Grace, and the Love of 
God, have in them the Nature of Sin? (4) Have 
you been continually ſhewing them, that we are 
juſtify'd, that is, forgiven, and accounted Rigb- 
teous before God, by Faith alen“; and that 
the only Works pleaſing to God, and ne- 
ceſſary, as its Fruits are, the grateful, loving 
Labours, or hearty, ſincere Actions of our Na- 
ture fo juſtiß d. To fay no more; have you 
told them, that the true Faith is a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence in God, that by the Merits of Chriſt our 
* Sins are forgiven, and we reconcil'd to the Fas 
vour of & 0 \ 200 oaks. 4 nd ns act 
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4 2. That theſe fundamental Doctrines of the 
4 Reformation are not generally preach'd among us, 
n is too notoriouſly true to be denied: * And hence * 
* ariſes, without queſtion, the low Eſteem that our 


880 (a) Eph. ii. g. (5) Phil. i. 29. 
(c) Matt. vii. 7, A. | | 
4) Article 13th. | FN 
(e) Read iſt. Part of Homily of good Works, an- 
nexed to _ Pare of Homily of Sul | by | 
; (f) See the z | vation by Faith. 
* This may be proved beyond Diſpute from Num- 
| ery of the wok celebrated Sermons within this laſt 
. entury. 
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Articles and Homilies are in at this Day: Al- 
though tis ſure, they are as . read Va 
and expounded now, as when they. were firſt. ſet all 
forth: The latter in particular, which are en- Joi. 
join'd to be not only ſubſcribed to, but preach'd, out 
under the 35th Article. And this I mention not I m 
ſo. much to guard us nw againſt the lefſer Errors ] Sa 
of Popery, as againſt the greaigſt of t All 
that which carries in its Forehead the Mar of 
Antichriſt, the Mark of the Beaſt ; I mean that in 
other Goſpel, Juſtification by human or moral We 
Righteouſneſs : For this is that damning Unbelief 1. 
— This is THE SIN againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt: wy 
For indeed if Righteouſneſs come by the Law, cif 
then is Chriſt dead in vain: Then is all our, || ** 
Preaching vain : Then is our Faith vain ; then thi 
are both we and our People yet in our Sins. 


3. But to return: Have we ſuch Tempers as Li 
become the Miniſters of Chriſt, 'and faithful nic 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God? Are we of 
' Poor in Spirit? Have we.a deep feeling Senſe of tak 
our Spiritual Death, our. inward , Corruption ? the 
Are we mourning after God? Do our own || M 
Hearts /o ſhew us the Unbelief and Wickedneſs © 
of the Ungodly, (a) as to cauſe us to beſeech our let 
People to pray inſtantly for Faith, and to be an 
cleanſed from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit? 
Are we gentle to all Men, quiet, patient, meek, 
long: ſuffering ? Are we athirſt for God ? Po we ha 
hunger and long after his Salvation? Are we ſull of IJ. 
Bowels of Mercies? loving to another, yea all Man- M 
kind, as Chriſt loved us ? Are we pure in Heart, not Fr 
loving the World, neither the Things of the ev. 
orld, neither its Honours, nor Riches, nor 


() Pſal. xxxvi. 1. | | Co 
| | Va- 
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Vanities : But loving the Lord our God with 
all our Hearts, being always happy in Him, re- 
joicing in Him evermore, praying to Him wi 
out ceaſing ; and in every Thing giving Thanks, 
more eſpecially in being perſecuted for his Name's 
Sake?) on ow ph to nl) ods 07 ien 


4. Is this Spirit our Spirit? or is that Mind 
in us. which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus? (a) Are 
we dead (the proper Effect of Baptiſm) (5) and 
15, our Life hid with Chriſt in Cad? (e) Are 
we criccified unto the World, and the World cru- 
cified-unto ut? And in a Word, are our Lives 
anſwerable to theſe Tempers ? If ſo; whence 
this Ambition? This courting the World? 
This labouring after Honours and Preferments ? 
Whence this hungering and thirſting after rich 
Livings, after Lordſhip and Title and Domi- 
nion? Do we heap Living upon Living in Proof 
of our being crucify'd to the World? Do we 
take this State upon ourſelves in Obedience to 
that Command of Him, whom we call our 
Maſter, * IT SHALL NoT BE So ' AMONG 
« You,” but whoſoever will be Chief among you, 
let him be your Minifter, whoſoever will be great 
among you let him be your Servant? * 


5. Indeed, my Brethren, howſover many may 
have thought that the Goſpel muſt ſubmit to 
Times and Seaſons, and be accommodated to the 
Modes and Faſhions of the Ages it paſſes thro? : 
From the Beginning it was not ſo: No, nor 
ever ſhall be. The Goſpel, like its divine Au- 

() Phil. ii. 5. (6) Read the 6th to Rom. and 


Col, ii. 12, (e) Col. iii, 3, 
D 2 = thors 
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thor, is the fame Yeſterday, To-day, and for 
ever ; the ever/afting Goſpel, (a) one unchange- 
able Truth. | So that if it was once neceſſary 
to loſe our Life in order to ſave It : If Mortifica- 
tion and Self-abaſement, or Self. denial were ever 
neceſſary to the Death of Nature, in Order to it 
Reſurrection with Chriſt, they are neceſlary 
fill: If once it was neceſſary for thoſe who de- 
fired to fit on his right Hand and on his left in 
his Kingdom, to drink of the Cup, which 
He drank of; it is neceſſary /till in one De- 

ree or other. This is ill a faithful Saying 
which St. Paul once ſpake to a Dignitary in 
the Church) I we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo 
live tuith Him, if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign 
with Him: But if we deny Him, he will al 
deny us (b). Nay, our Lord himſelf puts it in 
ſtronger Words, Whoſoever will deny me before 


Men, him will I alſo deny before my Father which is 


in Heaven, (c) 


6. But ſome Men will fax © At this Rate 


how ſhall we ſupport the Dignity and Credit 
« of the Goſpel?” Non tali auxilio. Let us 
but preach the Word; and God will look to the 


Event. Is this the Power. that ſupported the 


Goſpel, when it flouriſhed maſt, under all the 
Diſcountenance of the World ? But what do 


you mean by theſe Words? What do you un- 


derſtand by the Credit of the Goſpel? A great 
Living? or two or three? or Honour, and Title, 
and Equipage? Why, has' the Author of the 
Goſpel taught you to ſupport theſe? Or the 
Goſpel by theſe? Did he not ſay, IT SHALL 
(a) Rev. xiv. 6. (6) 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 


(c) Mat. x. 33. 
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vor BE $0? Did not the Chief of his Apoſtles 
utterly all theſe, deteſt and abhor them; | 
and cry out, God forbid that I ſhould glory ſaut 
in the Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ? | 


e 
7. O My Brethren, let us know that theſe 

Things cannot be in the Heart, where Jeſus 
Chriſt is form'd (a) (5). Let us know that theſe - 
wary Maxims are deadly Poiſon to the Reli- 
gion of Chriſt ; that as the Life of Chriſt is pecu- -, 
larly our Pattern, ſo never can we ſupport the 
Dignity of our Characters, bat by an utter Re- 
— of the 8 ; all its Wiſdom, Tem- 
pers, ures, and Honours; and by denyi 
ourſelves, and taking up our Get Liz, nf 
following Him. As it is both our Duty and In- 
tereſt conſtantly to watch over our own Hearts, 
ſo let us be continually jealous of them, (for they. 
are deceitful above Things) leſt we be be- 
guiled thereby : And let us be jealous alſo of the 
ate | World, knowing that its Prince, (e) and its 
dit | ©re9t Ones, are combined to make us unfaithful. 
us 0 our Lord: That he bribes us with the Smiles 
the Jof the Rich and Great (generally. /heaking) only 
the do countenance their Infidelity and ungodly Practi- 
the ces, to decoy us into ſervilt Compliances, unbe- 
do coming the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; (4) and into 
un- || 2 baſe betraying the Intereſts of our Maſter. O 
reat | Let us beg of God to give us fo firm a Depen- 
tle, I dence on Him, that theſe Worldly Dependencics 
the ] inſnare us not into Unfaithfulneſs of any Kind 
the Such a Meaſure af glial Fear in our Hearts, that 
II || we may never fear the Faces of Men — And ſuch 


— 


r — be - 4 — Sa. DL WS "WW 
C3 SED Ta 


— 
8 


(a) Gal. iv. 19. (5) Eph. iii. 17. 
(c) John xiv. {4) 2 Cor. v. 20. 


oT ſpiritual , 


FL 


Eye mi! pierce the a the Deviess of he 
Loc. e 0 


abundantiy ecured. © en will oem us very h 


E beſt. * Eads with . View 


[0] _ 
ſpiritual Wiſdem and Underſtanding, that bur 


8. To — bY 3 we 40 
without any Regard to our pleaſing or 1 
Men (tho' indeed if we Pay Pen HE 

ply d 


ret: 


not Servaitts of Chriſt) Ke: 
this Meſfage, He 22 25 and abſalvæib, or 
« forgiotth 4% them that tru "and 


* feignety believe his” 
while we have a fingle re it Pine 
of our Duty; the Drpnity. of 6ur EY 
n love fer our Mort: ge ihe ip 71 | 
God for us, as having nſtru⸗ 
ments in his Aud ef je a 2 Fo Denk- 
5 te Light, and from ib. ate tan wn. 

„ that "they . — nth us might rec erve i he 
Pergiveneſs their Sint, and an e be a+ 
mong them that are 22 by Faith whi 5 

nd the 


Holy Spirit be aſcribed all Flopqur abd 
Power and Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and * mi-. 
non ne Anen. s * 
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